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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GB, US, UN, PFOR, PDIP 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF GABON EMBASSY CHAUFFEUR 

1. GABON AMBASSADOR TO UNITED STATES, VINCENT MAVOUNGOU PHONED 
USUN AFTERNOON MAY 28 TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH 
ARREST OF HIS CHAUFFEUR PEDRO MICHEL. 

2. WE LEARNED FROM DISTRICT ATTORNEY S OFFICE THAT MICHEL HAD 
BEEN ARRESTED BY TRANSIT AUTHORITY POLICEMAN AND CHARGED WITH 
THEFT OF SERVICES (ENTERING SUBWAY WITHOUT PAYING FARE). 

HE WAS ARRAIGNED AND TAKEN TO NEW YORK CITY CRIMINAL COURT 
FOR HEARING. AT TRIAL IN NIGHT COURT, JUDGE ADJOURNED CASE 
IN CONTEMPLATION OF DISMISSAL (ACD). 

3. IN OUR DISCUSSION WITH OFFICIAL IN DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, 

WE POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS MOST UNUSUAL IN CASE OF THIS TYPE FOR 
PERSON TO BE ARRESTED, FINGERPRINTED, PHOTOGRAPHED AND SENT TO 
COURT ON SAME DAY. IN SIMILAR CASES, INDIVIDUALS HAD RECEIVED 
VERA SUMMONSES AND HAD BEEN TOLD TO APPEAR IN COURT AT A FUTURE 
TIME. WE STATED THAT MANY VISITORS TO NEW YORK, NOT FAMILIAR 
WITH SUBWAY SYSTEM, MADE MISTAKE OF THINKING THEY PAID WHEN THEY 
LEFT RATHER THAN WHEN THEY ENTERED SUBWAY. 

4. OFFICIAL WE SPOKE TO FELT CHARGE MADE AGAINST MICHEL 
WAS OUT OF PROPORTION TO CRIME. AFTERNOON OF MAY 29TH, SHE 
RESUBMITTED CASE TO DIFFERENT JUDGE WHO DISMISSED CHARGES 
AGAINST MICHEL. FINGERPRINT CHART AND PHOTOS ARE BEING SENT 
USUN FOR TRANSMITTAL TO MICHEL. 
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5. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO REACH AMB. MAVOUNGOU TO INFORM 
HIM OF DECISION REACHED IN CASE. DISTRICT ATTORNEY OFFICIAL 
WOULD LIKE TO PHONE HIM TO EXPRESS REGRET. PLEASE ADVISE WHEN 
HE RETURNS TO WASHINGTON, SO THAT EXPRESSION OF REGRET MAY BE 
TENDERED AND EXPLANATION MADE. 
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